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I.— Foreman Povitics. 


The Sahuchur, of the 7th September, says that the Statesman has objected, 
and with good reason, to the appointment of Lord 

Lord Roberts, a8 head of the Roberts as head of the Afghan mission, on the 
a aopscdamamate ground that his presence in Afghanistan will revive 
, the minds of the Afghans the bitter memory of the hangings which took 


place under his orders. Some member of the lisdcneatia service should be 
laced at the head of the mission. 


2. The Bharat Mitra, of the 8th September, considers it rather strange 
that while, on the one hand, the Government of 
India is sending troops to help the Amir in his 


jificulty, it should, on the other, be sending troops to the Ghumal Pass to 
ficht the Waziris who are subjects of the Amir. 


3, The Hitarddi, of the 8th September, says that people think that tho 
Black Mountain expedition is being sent with other 
objects than that which is being given out. It is 
supposed that these troops are being sent forward with the object of employ- 
ment in military operations in Afghanistan if necessary. 


4. The Bangavasi, of the 10th September, writes 
as follows:— 

If Colonel Yanoff has really come to the Pamir region from good motives, 
why are the Russians attempting to keep people deceived about the real 
strength of the army under him? It was said at first that Yanoff had a very 
small number of troops under him, but it now appears that this was not a 
correct report. It is now said that the Colonel has brought with him a large 
force consisting not only of infantry and cavalry soldiers, but of mounted 
artillerymen too. The Colonel has divided his forces into three columns, and 
scent them in three directions from the Alichur Pamir. The first division, 
consisting of more than two thousand troops and several mounted guns, is 
proceeding under the Colonel's own command towards Rosan Shignan on the 
Uxus. It was with this division that the Afghans had a skirmish at Somatash. 
The seesnd division consists of four or five hundred soldiers and is proceeding 
towards the Victoria Lake. ‘lhe third division, consisting of about the same 
number of troops as the second, is proceeding eastwards. It is hard to say why 
Russian troops are thus going about the Pamir region in so many columns and 
without being deterred by any obstacle on their way. It is hoped the wise 
and astute English Government has rightly probed the intentions of Russia, 
and is taking proper precautionary measures. 


d. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikdé, of the 11th September, has the 
following :— 

An Afghan mission, with Lord Roberts at its 
head, will encounter difficulties on all sides. If the Amir has to come to 
Jellalabad to meet Lord Roberts, he will humiliate himself in the eyes of his 
people and thereby encourage the rebels still more. And if he is too much 
troubled by the rebels, he will have no choice but to seek the help of Russia, 
Or the Amir will either seek alliance with Russia from a fear of England or 
seek alliance with England from a fear of Russia. It will not be easy for him 
to know which of these powers will be his best protector. If, again, the Amir 
does not come to J ellalabad, he will incur the displeasure of the English 
Government. It would therefore be best not to embarrass the Amir at this time 
by placing him in a dilemma. Again, if Lord Roberts goes to Jellalabad at the 
lead of an army, the Afghan people will become excited, and Russia too will 
probably get an opportunity for making hostile movements. If, on the other 
hand, Lord Roberts goes with a small retinue, he will probably be endangered. 

he Civil and Military Gazette may laugh at our cowardly fears. But the 
Crazette also laughed when Sir Louis Cavagnari went to Cabul, and some of its 
predecessors laughed when Barnes and Macnaughten went there. But we 
lamented the fate of all three. And our children too will have to wail the 
accumulated debt of 40 or 50 crores of rupees caused by the several Afghan 

wars. The conductors of the Civil ond Militury Gazette are mere birds of 
Passage, and they will leave India as soon as it becomes uncomfortable to them. 
ut for ourselves and our children there is no other home than India. 
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II.—HomE ADMINISTRATION, 
(a)—Police. 


6. A correspondent of the Hitavddi, of the 8th September, complains of 
the prevalence of thefts at Barisal and of the 
inactivity of the local police. 
7. The Banganivdsi, of the 9th September, says that thefts have become 
rife in Janai in the Hooghly district. Recently 
roperty worth Rs. 200 was stolen from a gentle. 
man’s house. Property has also been stolen from some shops. The thieves 
have not yet been traced. 
8, The Duinik-o-Sumdchér Chandrika, of the 15th September, complains 
that there are gundas among the shop-keepers who 
Gundas on the Central Road, ge]] fried rice, gram, &c., at the western entremity 
— of the Central Road. ‘These men are said tp 
maltreat passengers and are not checked by the police. ‘The respectable shop- 
keepers in the neighbourhood will testify to the existence of such oppression. 
If the Commissioner of Police enquires into the matter personally, it is certain 
that the evil will be checked. 


Thefts at Barisal. 


Thefts in the Hooghly district. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


9, The Bangavdsi, of the 3rd September, has the following :— 

The ccrtiicitc proesdele wniie: Section 7 of the Public Demands Recovery 
the Public Demands Recovery Act enumerates a large number of Acts, the public 
Act. demands mentioned in which, if unpaid by the 
person liable to pay the same, may be recovered by means of the certificate 
procedure. The former Act, already rigorous enough, has been rendered still 
more rigorous by inserting therein references to several sections of these latter 
Acts, sections, in the interpretation of which the Collectors find the greatest 
difficulty and make the most serious mistakes. Correct interpretations of these 
sections ought to have been given in the shape of notes in this place, namely, in 
section 7 of the Public Demands Recovery Act. Another fact, namely, the 
occasionally varying decisions and rulings of the Board of Revenue, and the 
opinion expressed on doubtful points by the Legal Remembrancer, all of which 
have been inserted in the Board’s Certificate Procedure Manual in the shape of 
foot-notes, and by which the Collectors are guided in their decisions, has greatly 
contributed to enhance the rigour of this law, for the Collector, the Board, and 
the Legal Remembrancer have all of them an eye to the interests of the Govern- 
ment and act in opposition to those of the debtor. According to the law, all 
claims for arrears of rent are barred after three years, but the Legal Remem- 
brancer has given it as his opinion that in wards’ estates the period of limitation 
should be counted from the date of the ward’s attaining his majority, and the 

ollectors now show extreme unwillingness to admit the plea of limitation 
in suits for the realisation of arrears of rent in wards’ estates. 

Under the Public Demands Recovery Act, the power to hear rent cases 1s 
possessed only by the Collectors, meaning by that term only such officers as are 
specially appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor to perform the functions of 4 
Collector under that Act. Government can therefore vest any officer with that 
power, but, as a matter of fact, the Collectors appoint Deputy Collectors to hear 
rent cases, reserving to themselves the power of hearing appeals from the 
decisions of those officers, The Board has laid down a curious rule in this con- 
nection, namely, that any Deputy Collector can hear rent cases, but that appeals 
from his decisions shall lie not to the Commissioner, but to the Collector, and 
that the appellant shall pay the tull stamp-fees, the amount, that 1s, which he 
would have to pay if he were to make his appeal to a civil court. How unjust 
this is will appear from the fact that an appeal from the Collector’s decision 10 
the Commissioner may be made on stamped paper of no higher value than eight 
annas, and that, under the law, the defaulter is not bound to appear before 4 


ey Collector and show cause against the making of a certificate against 
1m. 
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10. The Hitavadi, of the 8th September, referring to the quashing of the 


sentence passed by Mr, Hallifax on Raja Suryya- 
kanta, says that things of this sort are diminishing 
the people’s faith in the impartiality of the judicial 
oficers. Such want of confitlence in the judiciary is not good for the Govern- 
ment. Lord Roberts is said to have recently stated that Indian loyalty is the 
result of fear and not of reverence, and Lord Roberts will be proved to have 
given a correct definition of Indian loyalty if oppressive officials continue to be 
rewarded by Government. Indian loyalty, as it is at present, is not, however, 
what Lord Roberts represents it to be. 

11. The Samay, of the 9th September, says that Mr. Phillips has not 

Mr. Phillips only defamed Mr. Barrow, counsel for Raja 

: @ Suryyakanta, but also done a highly improper act 

by forwarding to Mr. Harding his remarks on the case when the case was still 

sub-judice. “here can be no deeper disgrace for an Englishman than to be 

called a liar, but, like one conscious of his guilt, Mr. Phillips has not dared to 

protest against the lie publicly given to him by Mr. Barrow. All this shows 

that Mr. Phillips’ brain is crazed, and public safety requires that he should be 
soon removed from the bench. 

Mr. Phillips calmly bore all the abuse that was showered upon him by the 
press, as well as his defeat in the appeal case. But the meeting to express 
sympathy with Raja Suryyakanta has been like the last straw that breaks the 
cainel’s back. Upon receiving report of that, Mr. Phillips hastily left Darjeeling 
for Mymensingh, and immediately after his arrival there summoned those who 
had convened the meeting. What passed at the interview has not yet trans- 

ired, ‘This action of Mr. Phillips has made the Mymensingh public uneasy ; 
and well it might, for the officer who could harass a man like Raja Suryyakanta 
might well oppress common people to satisfy his grudge against them. 

12. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 9th September, says that Government itself 
does not claim in a law-court any higher privilege 
than that of a common plaintiff or a common 
defendant. But the judicial officers are often anxious to grant undue privileges 
to Government. This will appear from the proceedings in the case of 
Dinabandhu Mukharji and Srinarayan Vedaratna versus the Secretary of State, 
in the court of Kaliprasanna Babu, Subordinate Judge of Alipore. At the 
request of the Government Pleader, the Subordinate Judge postponed the case, 
again and again, for one year and a half tothe extreme prejudice of the plaintiffs. 
The decision in the case is not also satisfactory, as the Judge has refused to 
grant the Babus compensation for the work that ihn have been compelled to do 
in addition to that mentioned in the contract. 

Such partiality towards Government is also seen in compensation awards 
for lands acquired for public purposes made by Collectors. Owners of such 
lands have in many cases to seek redress in the law courts—a thing not at 
all creditable to Government, which should pay strict regard to every man’s 
right. 

18. The Pratikar, of the 9th September, says that Government would 

act nobly to grant a pension to Babu Trailokyanath 
Subordinate Mitra, the dismissed Subordinate Judge of Gaya, 
seeing that the Secretary of State granted pensions 
to Mr. Crawford and some other officers who were dismissed for serious irregulari- 
tics in the discharge of public duty. 

l4. The Sanjivuni, of the 10th September, says that Babu Durgadas 
Basu, Munsif of Rampur Hat in the Birbhum 
district, having sar yg struck a case off his 
file, the District Judge, Mr. Whitmore, on being 
informed by the plaintiff’s agent of the circumstances under which the case was 
struck off, ordered the case to be restored. The Munsif’s agua | to his 
fa vourite pleaders, and unfairness towards those whom he dislikes, 
bring him some day into trouble. 

15. The Prakriti, of the 10th Sepember, cannot understand how the 
Lieutenant-Governor could again post Mr. Phillips 
to Mymensingh. It is said that, on his arrival at 
Mymensingh, Mr. Phillips summoned those who had 
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convened the meeting to express sympathy with the Raja. What passed at 
the interview has not yet transpired. ‘I'he reappearance of Mr, Phillips in 
Mymensingh has made the people of that district uneasy. 
16. he Séraswat Patru, of the 10th ip sce cannot say that Babu Trai. 
The dismissed Subordinate lokyanath, the dismissed Subordinate Judge of Gaya 
Judye of Gaya. has been harshly dealt with by Government. But 
it is extremely desirable that Government should deal alike with all such cases, 
‘The question which now remains to be settled is whether Babu Trailokyanath 
should get a pension. If it can be shown that any European officer dismissed 
for a similar offence was not deprived of his pension, it will follow that Baby 
Trailokyanath too should not be deprived of his pension, ‘The public hope to 
sec the pension question decided in his favour. 

17. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 11th September, says that 

Mr. Phillips again in Mymen- the people of Mymensingh have been alarmed by 
singh. Mr. Phillips’ summoning the convenors of the 
Suryakanta meeting. The Lieutenant-Governor will do a very wrong thing 
if he permits Mr. Phillips to remain in Mymeusingh. It will not be sound 
policy to allow popular discontent to increase. | 

18. ‘The Dacca Gazette, of the 12th September, says that parties to suits 

An Honorary Magistrate of suffer great inconvenience by reason of the pleaders 
Munshiganj in the Dacea aistrict. gnd mukhtears refusing to appear before Babu 
Syamakamal, Honorary Magistrate of Munshiganj in the Dacca district. 
Babu Syamakamal can put an end to the difficulty by going away on leave, but 
probably he is not going to do this. It is hoped, therefore, that Babu 
Srischandra Ghosh, the Deputy Magistrate, will do something to deliver the 
peeple of Munshiganj from this difficulty. 

Mr. Phillips’ return to Mymen- 19 ‘The Sulabh Daink, of the 14th Septem. 
singh, ber, has the following :— 

What punishment has Government inflicted on Mr. Phillips for the 
unjustifiable insult he offered to Raja Suryyakanta, one of the most loyal and 
patriotic zamindars of Bengal? And has Government acted righty in sending 
Mr. Phillips to Mymensingh again? The Magistrates may be Government's 
pet children, but the people should not therefore be wholly deprived of its 
paternal care. ‘The people of the whole district of Mymensingh have lost their 
respect for Mr. Phillips after the Suryyakanta affair, and neither Mr. Phillips 
nor the people will find it easy to pull well together. Mr. Phillips may hence- 
forward be as just and upright as possible, but people will no longer believe 
in his uprightness. And will those people who have been actual sufferers in 
the case look upon Mr. Phillips in any other light than as their enemy? In 
posting Mr. Phillips to Mymensingh again, Government has taken care to 


uphold Mr. Phillips’ zid, but has not condescended to take any: thought for 
the people. 


(d)— Education. 
20. The Banganivdst, of the 9th September, has letters from Lahore, 
Sandan miesion teaching, Sylhet, &c., condemning the effect of zandna 


mission teaching upon female manners and morality 

in those places. 

21. The Prakriti, of the 10th September, has the following :— 

ee ae ee Pandit Mahesa Chandra Nyayaratna has been 
Sanskrit course for the Entrance again asked to edit the Sanskrit course for the 
Examination. Entrance Examination. But, considering the way 
in which the Pandit edited the selections for 1890 and 1891, the present action 
of the Syndicate in asking him to edit the Sanskrit course a third time is open 
to very grave objection. The Hon’ble Dr. Gurudas Banerji is known to be the 
greatest and the wisest man in Bengéli society, and no one has yet dared to 
call him the meanest of men. So it is not at all likely that under his presidency 
the Syndicate would be guilty of any under-hand dealing in the matter. The 
Committee, which was appointed to report on the Sanskrit selection for 1891, 
questioned Pandit Mahesa Chandra Nyayaratna’s scholarship and competency 
for the task, and yet the Syndicate has again appointed him for the same work. 
Pandit Mahesa Chandra himself pleaded failing eyesight as the cause of the 
errors in the Sanskrit course for 1891, and has the Syndicate any reason to 
believe that the Pandit’s eyesight has since improved? The Pandit has been 
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this time told by the Syndicate to give nofoot-notes. Butis not this tantamount 
tp an admission on the part of the Syndicate of the Pandit’s incompetency for 
the task? In fact, by requiring him not to write foot-notes, the Syndicate has 
told him something like this, and almost in s0 many words :—“ You do not know 

rammar, your foot-notes in previous Sanskrit courses have compromised the 
reputation of the University, and we will not, therefore, have any of your notes 
this time. We have appointed you to edit the new course, simply to keep you 
‘n countenance before the public.” 

This time the Board of Studies in the Sanskritic languages resolved that 
the University should not edit any of its Sanskrit text-books. And yet the 
Syndicate contemplates selling the Sanskrit course at the cost price! Will the 
copyright in the selection belong to the Syndicate, or will the public be at 
liberty to print the selection if they like? Ifthe Syndicate keeps the copyright, 
+ will have set aside the Resolution of the Board. But the Board and the 
Syndicate are perfectly independent of each other, both being subordinate to 
the Faculty of Arts—that is to say, neither of them have any right to exercise 
control over the other. This being the case, what right has the Syndicate to 
set aside an order or Resolution of the Board ? 

If the Syndicate says that it has taken upon itself the task of editing the 
Course, simply because the Board has not named the portions which are to be 
omitted from the pieces selected, the reply is—even as regards that—the Board 
should be asked to do the work. 

The Members of the Board of Studies ought to assert their right in the 
matter. Let the question be decided once for all, whether or not the Univer- 
sity ought to edit any of the text-books for any of its examinations. The 
members of the Senate ought to set about overhauling the affairs of the Univer- 
sity. ‘lheirindifference has brought the affairs of the University to a sorry pass. 
As for the Hon’ble Dr. Gurudas Banerji, his Vice-Chancellorship has been a 
failure. And his failure is admitted even by his bosom friend ! 

22. ‘The Sanjivant, of the 10th September, says that Mr. Nash, being a 
Professor of the Presidency College, the University 
Registrarship was for him additional work, for which 
he was very handsomely paid. Butnot content with 
his salary as Registrar, he used to get bonuses. Babu Rajani Nath Roy protested 
against this practice of receiving bonuses for the performance of what it was 
clearly his duty as Registrar to do. ‘The pungency of the protest was too much 
for Mr. Nash, and he accordingly resigned. But Mr. Nash was a good Registrar 
after all. 

23. It appears to the same paper, from the documents relating to the 
abolition of the Committee of Management of the 
Fenny School in the Noakhali district, that great 
injustice has been done to the school authorities. The writer 1s sorry to see 
the name of Mr. Nanda Krishna Bose connected with the affair. 
that Mr. Bose acted unjustly in discontinuing the School Committee and 
dismissing the head-master, simply on the strength of representations made to 
him by Babu Nabin Chandra Sen, the subdivisional officer. It is also clear 
from the affidavit submitted to the Munsif of Fenny by Babu Nabin Chandra 
Datta, the Secretary of the school, that the interference of the authorities in the 
management of the school wasan act of pure high-handedness. The Secretary has 
brought a very serious charge against the subdivisonal efficer. It is said that 
the School Committee had decided to take in a new teacher who would bea 
L.A. of the Caleutta University, but Babu Nobin Chandra Sen, the subdivi- 
sional officer, wanted the school authorities to appoint a Chittagong man, that 
is to say, a man of his own district to the new post, because he had it in his 
mind to engage this man as tutor to his own boy, And the school authorities 
having declined to do this, the subdivisional officer got the Magistrate to break 
up the Committee. The subdivisional officer has now attained his wish, 
because the Magistrate has appointed him Secretary of the school, with power 
to constitute a Committee of Management in the way he likes. The writer is at 
a loss to understand how a wise and educated man like Mr, Nanda Krishna has 
been able to commit such a high-handed act. He must have been led astray by 
evil counsel. It is hoped that Mr. Bose will mend matters by reinstating the 
School Committee. 
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24. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, vat horn sag ee gen aa refers 
: to the preparations that are being made by the 
was a “— fae Presidency College students for giving a Mi: Tr 
College. ance of Shakespear’s Julius Cesar under the patronage 
of Sir Charles and Lady Elliott, and says that the higher training of youths 
began in gymnastics and will culminate in theatrical acting. 
Qi. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 12th September, has the 
following :— 
ed ar aaa Mahamahopadhyaya Mahesh Chandra Nyaya. 
ratna may have it in his power to make Mr. ‘Tawney dance and caper as he 
will, but Mr. Tawney should not certainly let himself be so far hoodwinked 
by Pundit Nyayaratna as to acquiesce in the awarding of the Nadia tol scholar. 
ship to a pundit who is not a native of Nadia, in the face of the opposition of the 
whole Nadia people, headed by their Magistrate Mr. K. G. Gupta and the 
Presidency Commissioner Mr. Beames. No one will be sorry if Mr. Tawney 
is disgraced before Sir Charles Elliott for this action of his. The fact is, 
Mr. Tawney is not a practical man. His minute on Pundit Nyayaratna’s 
explanation is indeed a scholarly one, but it is not such a minute as should 
have been looked for from the Director of Public Instruction. Sir Alfred 
Croft would not certainly have written such an unpractical minute. 
The Raj Chunder Hostel in 2A. The Dacca Gazette, of the 12th Septem- 
Dacca, ber, publishes the following letter in English :— 


To THE EpIToR oF THE *S Dacca GAZETTE” 


HOSTEL ENQUIRY. 


Sir,—It is generally believed that the labours of the Special Committee 
appoiuted to enquire into the alleged misconduct of the Aerani-Superintendent of 
the Kaj Chunder Hindu Hostel will endin smoke, Rumour hasit that the enquir 
that is now going on is nothing but a manceuvre which the authorities have 
invented simply to calm the excitement of the public, and not with a view to 
redress the grievances of the boarders so much. Be that as it may, we must 
not anticipate the worst. It is altogether too premature to prophesy what the 
decision of the Committee will be. To prevent the enquiry from being one- 
sided and biassed, we venture to submit before the Committee as follows :-— 

‘The Superintendent having been allowed to be present at the enquiry, 
constantly endeavours to prejudice the Committee by making uncalled for 
remarks on the witnesses tendered against him. What right has he to insult 
them by designating them as “tutored” and to attempt to influence the Con- 
mittee by impeaching the veracity of those who depose against him? We 
wonder none of the members has uttered a word of protest against such un- 
constitutional proceedings on the part of the Superintendent, who is nobody to 
instruct as to how the investigation should be conducted. Will the members 
like if some one of the exasperated boarders were to assume the same turbulent 
attitude and behave as recklessly as the Superintendent is allowed to do? We 
arc afraid, Mr. Editor, that if Benod Babu will not actively control his temper and 
bridle his unruly tongue at the time of the enquiry, he will be paid back in his 
own coin. But as he has timely warning, let us hope, he will not court further 
risks. If he will go on hampering their deposition as he has hitherto done, he 
will surely have the misfortune to face much worse indignities yet. We trust 
the Committee will not tolerate the Kerani’s arbitrary freaks any longer. 

Will Mr. Edwards open his eyes to what is being done on the spot of the 
enquiry by his favourite Head Clerk to the very great interruption of the work 
of the Committee ? Will he not take notice of a very peculiar occurrence that 
marked last Monday evening’s enquiry ? When some unpleasant facts regarding 
the Llostel Superintendent's insulting manners were revealed by a witness, 
Mr. Superintendent lost his mental equilibrium and tried to dissuade the 
Committee by a vociferous appeal to the sacred thread (Patta) of one of its 
members from recording that statement, much to the annoyance and disgust of 


all present. 


If Mr. Edwards will not hold tight the reins of his Clerk, the result of the 
enquiry that he has been holding is a foregone conclusion. We hope and trust 
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that Mr. Edwards who is thoroughly in sympathy with the students and is 
iniversally respected for his conscientious scruples, will do the fullest Justice 
to the aggrieved by making such provisions against his Head Clerk’s pranks as 
will facilitate an impartial and unbiassed investigation. The deposition of the 
witnesses, Copies whereof Mr. Edwards has refused to give to the students 
should on no account be shown to the Superintendent also. 


PROTEST. 


97. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 13th September, will not 
give out the reason of Mr. Nash’s resignation of tho 
Registrarship of the Calcutta University, because 
Mr. Nash has himself refrained from publishing it. 
But the writer is sure that Mr. Nash’s resignation must have been owing to 
some differences with the Syndicate. Mr, Tawney had on one occasion to 
resign the Registrarship through disgust at the conduct of some members of the 
Syndicate, aud it may be that Mr. Nash, too, has had to resign for a similar 


\Ir. Nash’s resignation of the 
PReyistrar ship. 


reason. | 3 
98. The same paper says that a wicked Hindu student of the Patna 
| College having made water in a room used by the 
A _— student of the Patna Muhammadan students for prayer, the Principal 
Coilege. : 


fined him Rs. 150. But a heavier punishment ought 
ty have been inflicted 1£ the lad did the mischief purposely, for no Kalapahar 
should be tolerated in any religion. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


29. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 6th September, while refraining from 
making any remarks on the Raniganj temple case 
which is sub judice, cannot but express its astonish- 
ment at the lavish expenditure of money by the Local Municipality in conduct- 
ing a case in which the local Mussulmans alone, and not the whole body of rate- 
payers, are interested. The municipality has engaged Babu Sajanikanta Chatterji 
as its pleader in this case for a daily fee of Rs. 150. The hearing of the case 
has already occupied six days, and if the hearing goes on much longer, the 
municipality will certainly incur heavy expenses. The Municipal Commissioners 
ure hound to spend the money of the rate-payers whom they represent for the 
rate-payers’ good. But they are not doing this in the present case. No one 
can blame the municipality if it spends money in defending its own right. But 
to spend money like water in conducting a petty case is like crushing a butterfly 
on the wheel, which no municipality should do. 


30. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 9th September, complains 
of the stench which proceeds from the night-soil 
depot at the Amherst Street crossing of the new 
Harrison Road, and says that the Health Officer’s Department of the Calcutta 
Municipality seems extremely indifferent to such matters. The depéot ought 
to be properly cleansed every day. 


31. Referring to the report that a non-official Chairman or Vice-Chairman 
of a mufassal municipality will be taken into the 
Council in coanection with the Bengal Legislative Council during the discussion 
Municipal Bill, of the Municipal Bill, the Sunjivani, of the 10th 
September, says that this is good news, if true, and adds that everybody will 
he glad to see Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee, the Chairman of the North 
Barrackpore Municipality, selected for the purpose. . ves 
32. The Bangavdsi, of the 10th September, says that the Santipur Chari- 
table Dispensary in the Nadia district 1s in a 
miserable condition. It is located in an old hired 
building, where there is no accommodation for 
indoor patients, and the medicines, too, are not always of the freshest. Muni- 
“pal authorities, who can afford to spend Rs. 10,000 for the construction of a 
widing for their office, cannot well plead want of funds as an excuse for 
heglecting the dispensary. And the Santipur Municipality is an institution 
“onstituted and conducteil on the principle of Local Self-Government. 


The Raniganj Municipality. 
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(7)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigativn,. 


33. Certain rate-payers of the Sherpur Town Municipality in the Mymen 
singh district, writing in the Charuvarid, of the sth 

A road in the M ymensingh September, and complaining of the miserable . 
district. ditition of the road leading from Sherpur through 


Khasba and Champatali to Dhopaghat, say that parts of the road have become xo 
dilapidated as to be covered with knee-deep mud and water. Many of thons 
who had to use this road in the rainy season have been laid up with fever, 
The municipal authorities, who are never remiss in exacting taxes from the poor 
people of Khasba and Champatali, ought to take better care of the road than 
they seem to do. 

34, The Burdwdén Sanjivani, of the 6th September, says that, by the expen- 

diture of money upon the excavation and re-exea. 
vation of drainage channels, and upon the construe. 
tion of aqueducts in those channels, the Eden (anal 
may be converted into a means for fertilising a vast area, and the money that 
will be so spent may be recovered from the raiyats in the course of a certain 
number of years. If the zamindars arrange with Government on behalf of their 
ignorant raiyats for the taking of canal water, and for the payment of a rate for 
it, Government need not shrink from spending money onthe above work. The 
zamindars should therefore no longer sit idle, but arrange with Government 
for a supply of the canal water and advise it about the best means of effecting 
such supply. 

39. The Bangavdsi, of the 10th September, says that a part of the road 
from Kishnagar to MKissenganj) in the Nadia 
district, one of the principal roads in that district, 
was washed away in the flood of 1292 B.S., and the breach has not up to the 
present day been repaired, Owing to this breach, the road becomes impassable 
during floods. But the authorities seem to be blind to the inconveniences of the 
people. When the road cess was imposed, the hope was held out to the country 
that the proceeds of the cess would be devoted to the construction and improve- 
ment of roads in the mufassal, but it now appears that village roads have fared 
worse since the imposition of this cess. ‘The people have thus lost faith in their 
rulers, It is, therefore, the duty of the district authorities to see that the wants 
of the people in this respect are supplied. 


Irrigation in the Burdwan 


district. 


A road in the Nadia district. 


(h) — General. 


36. The Sahachar, of the 7th September, says that the tragic wreck of the 
Anglia has deeply moved public feeling, but no one 
heatmen over takes note of the loss of so many boats and 
small steamers in the Padma, the Megna, the 
Brahmaputra, and the Jalingi. Freights worth many thousands of rupees are 
carried by the larger boats, as well as by sha/lops of Chittagong and Naraingan), 
piloted by malims. An examination should be held to test the fitness of the boat- 
men of these boats, as well as of the madms, and it would be enough to keep exam! 
ners at Dacca, Narainganj, Chittagong, Gauhatti, and Sahibganj. All boats i 
the mufassal should also be registered. 
37. ‘The Sam.y, of the 9th September, sees from the evidence of two 
witnesses examined before the Hurdwar Commission, 
published by ihe Amritu Bazar Patrika, that many 
peoplo have died from the effects of the oppression. Further enquiries will 
bring other secrets to helt. 
88, The Bangardsi, of the 10th September, has the following on the 
Hurdwar enquiry :— 
very Hindu still remembers with a sh udder 
how, under the orders of Government, passed under the influence of a cholera 
scare, crowds of devout Hindu pilgrims were expelled from the holy shrine of 
Haurdwar, and thus prevented from bathing in the sacred stream in that place on 
the mest auspicious Maha Maha Barani day. Of course, we do not question the 
bond tides of the Government in this matter. Unfortunately for the Hindus, it 
was ihe fear of loss of life that led Government to act in that wav. Why else 


An eXamination for 
and malims. 


The Tlurdwar affair. 


‘Lhe tlardwar enquiry, 


sh ould the powerful British Government have apprehended a dreadful choler3 


(| war j 


epidemic from the occurrence of og few stray cases of cholera? It was 
nothing but his misfortune that the Hindu had to suffer the pain which is 
caused by the consciousness that violence has been done to his religion. The 
pledge of religious neutrality was a pledge which Government gave to the 

eople of India of its own motion, and the painful scenes enacted at Hurdwar 
were due to the fear that life was in danger, and were not the outcome of an 
deliberate intention on its part to do violence to the Hindu religion by turning 
out Hindu pilgrims from that place. It may, of course, be said that the fear 
and the anxiety were groundless. But, whether as a result of fear or error, 
the break-up of the Hurdwar fair, has, as a matter of fact, wounded the religious 
Hindu in his heart of hearts. 

Error cannot be helped, though it is a matter of wonder that even the 
all-conquering British Government should fall into anerror. But, however 
wonderful the fact may be, it 1s only by making the supposition that Govern- 
ment has committed an error, that we have been able to console ourselves under 
this heavy infliction. But how shall we console ourselves if the report of the 
cruel, demoniacal oppressions which are said to have been committed on the 
pilgrims, when the mela was broken up and they were chased out of Hurdwar, 
prove well-founded? Nevertheless, fatalists as we are, we shall somehow 
console ourselves with the thought that what fate had ordained has come to 
pass. But what of the deep disgrace which the most highly civilised British 
Governnient will earn m consequence? It seems as if that is what is likely to 
happen, ‘The British Indian Association of Calcutta made a petition to Govern- 
ment praying that an enquiry might be instituted into the cases of oppression 
which the police were alleged to have committed on the pilgrims at the time of 
dispersing the fair. The petition has borne fruit, and Government has kindly 
commenced an enquiry. Such high-mindedness is not to be seen in any other 
Government. 

The tale of oppression that has been already told by the witnesses fills the 
mind with sorrow and anguish that makes the eye weep tears of blood, and the 
heart is paralysed with fear and wonder, and it seems that we are not living 
under the loving rule of the British Government. In giving a summary of the 
evidence that 1s being recorded at the enquiry, the writer refers to the deposition 
of Lala Muralidhur of Shikarpur in the following terms: ‘The statements of 
this man send a thrill of horror through the heart, and it seems as if Muralidhur 
was telling lies. How can we believe that the sepoys actually brought a mehter 
to make water into the mouth of an old man?” And the witness, Atma 
Singh, has deposed that police officers kicked at and threw down some idols 
which a Brahman had set up on a stool. ‘‘The pen refuses to write, nor 
does one feel inclined to say anything more. The body is getting paralysed 
with fear and wonder. Itis a piece of cruel and heart-rending news! The 
sacred idol kicked by a policeman and rolling m the dust! O Madhusudun! 
that we were destined to hear even this!” ‘The writer thus goes on:— 

“Reader, what follows is still more dreadful, more dreadful than the dread- 
ful itself. Be patient. Keep your heart within a giant’s grasp that it may not 
break, The depositions will conclude by revealing the most dreadful spectacle. 
Never before did we hear of such things. Such oppression is impossible under 
English rule. We have read in histories and puranas, have learnt from different 
people and from tradition of oppressions committed by demons and fiends, but 
never before did we hear of such things. ‘This is quite unprecedented, this is 
something unheard of before. ‘Then hear that strange tale. One does not feel 
disposed to believe it. But we state what has been stated by witnesses.” ‘The 
Writer then gives an account of how police officers placed their feet upon the 
pdus which a Brahman had prepared as an offering at a sradh. ‘The article 
concludes with the following observations :— 

‘“'l'he work of taking down the depositions of witnesses is going on. G od 
Only knows what the result of the enquiry will be. ‘There is every expectation 
that justice will be done under British rule. But the statements made by the 
Witnesses are extremely heart-rending. We assure the authorities that it 18 
the sincere desire of every loyal Indian subject that the good name of the 
ritish Government may not suffer any harm. It behoves them to see that no 
Obstacle is placed in the way of collecting evidence; at any rate, if the fact of 
“ppression is proved, they will be able to act with caution in future.” 
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BANGAVASI. 
Bept. 10th, 1892. 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 10th, 1892, 


SANJIVANI. 


PRAKRIT}, 
sept, 10th, 1892, 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Sept. 10th, 1892, 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Sept. llth, 189v. 


Dacea PRAKASH. 


( 928 ) 


39. The same paper thanks Sir Charles Elliott for his circular erdering a 
more extensive use of country-made paper jin the 
_ Government offices and prohibiting the use of 
English-made paper, except under the special sanction of Government. 
40. The Sanjivant, of the 10th September, says that the Lieutenant. 
: Governor has done a really good act by ordering 
Country-made paper in Govern- that in all Government offices country-made pane: 
ment offices. paper 
should be used, and that English-made paper wil] 
not be supplied to any office without the special sanction of Government, |t 
now remains to see that the order is strictly carried out. 
41. eferring to the Hurdwar enquiry, the same paper says that the 
evidence given before the Commission js enough to 
raise indignation even in an imanimate object. It 
has been proved that huts were set on fire in order to expel pilgrims there from, 
42. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 10th September, says that — 
influenza is making ravages in the villages in the 
‘ Influenza in the Diamond Har- J)igmond Harbour sub-division of the 24-Parea 
our sub-division. mepsae ’ : : fanas 
district. There are no doctors in the villages, and 
the people, who are also suffering from scarcity, can ill-afford to bring doctors from 
distant places. The crowding at the Diamond Harbour Charitable Dispensary 
is so great that medicines cannot be given to all the patients who come. Man 
lives may be saved if Government stations a doctor in the sub-division for the 
present. 


The paper circular. 


The Hurdwar enquiry. 


43. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 10th Septem- 
ber, has the following :— 

It was hoped that Government would be able to soothe the wounded 
feclings of the Hindus by making a proper enquiry into the Hurdwar affair. 
But it now appears that the enquiry, for which arrangements were made with 
so much fuss and noise, is destined to end in a farce, as the Commission has 
already declined to summon more witnesses; and the protest made by the 
British Indian Associations’ representative against this course has been of no 
avail. Then, again, the Collector of the district suddenly made his appearance 
at Hurdwar, though he had no business, or even any right, to be there at such 
a time. And the presence of the Collector frightened many witnesses, who 
therefore could not say all that they would have liked to say. The writer fails 
to see the good of appointing a Commission which will not examine witnesses 
who could speak to the closing of the shops, the committing of oppressions, and 
the dispersion of pilgrims for want of food. Evidence, proving the acceptance 
of bribes by the police, and the misappropriation by them of the property which 
was left by the pilgrims, should also have been taken. 

The writer hates such scandals as the enquiry has given rise to. The Con- 
mission was not certainly appointed to create a scandal. It is hoped that the 
representative of the British Indian Association will bring the proceedings of 
the Commission to the notice of the authorities and heal an impartial 
enquiry. 

44. The Dacca Prakash, of the 11th September, says that the details of 
tee eee Te the ilurdwar oppression, as brought to light by the 
evidence of witnesses, are of a nature to horrify all 
IIindus. ‘The witnesses have said that the police force and the troops killed 
men, ravished chaste women, trampled upon images of gods, and had Brahmans 
spat on the face by mehters. And if this is true, pious people will feel deeply 
grieved. It is hoped that Government will console the Hindus by adequately 
punishing the offenders. 

45. ‘The same paper strongly objects to the proposal to include Chittagong 

a 7 ... With a population of 26 lakhs, and Dacca with 4 
1e question of transferring : : 4 ° 
Dacca and Chittagong to Assam, POpulation of one crore, in Assam. If the Lieute- 
noe nant-Governor is unable to rule Bengal, Bihdér and 
Orissa, as at present constituted, he may recommend the formation of a neW 


Government for either Bihar, Orissa, and Chota Nagpur, or Sylhet, Chittagong, 
and Dacca. 


The Hurdwar enquiry. 


I) AINTR-O-SaMACHAR 46. The Dainik-o-Samdchur Chandrikd, of the 12th September, has beet 


(‘HANDRIKA, 
sept. 12th, 1892, 


ih, Warkuar canuies. astounded to learn from the Hindu Patriot that 
far more horrible acts of sacrilege were committ 


( 929 ) 


at Hurdwar than mere kicking images of gods and the materials of worship. 
The Commissioners conducting the enquiry have not hesitated to bully 
the witnesses 1 cross-exatmination, but not a single witness has broken down, 
and even the Commissioners have had to admit, as the strength of the evidence 
they have collected, that the police really went beyond their orders. But it 
would be unjust to throw the whole blame on the lower police officers, because it 
has come out 1n evidence that Inspectors and Superintendents of Police were 
present, while the lower officers were committing oppression on the pilgrims, the 
pandas, and the shop-keepers, and even a few Deputy Magistrates could be seen 
here and there. It is to be regretted that tle Commissioners have not thought 
‘+ beneath their dignity, or inconsistent with the judicial requirements of the 
matter entrusted to them, not only to try to confound the witnesses by bullying 
them, but also to cast angry glances at the representative of the British Indian 
Association. One of them has gone the length of saying angrily that the witnesses 
must have been set on by some one behind them. The Judge who can forget 
his position so far is really an object of pity, and Judges, who can disgrace the 
judgment-seat in this way are not likely to be very impartial in their decisions. 
But it is to be hoped that these Hurdwar Commissioners will yet understand 
their position better. ‘The Commissioners’ conduct towards the represeutative 
of the British Indian Association, who should have been shown every mark of 
gratitude by the Commission and the authoritics, has both astonished and 
alarmed the writer. ‘That gentleman repeatedly asked the Commissioners to 
hold their sittings on Sundays too, in order that the witnesses might not be 
detained too long, but the Commissioners refused to do so. And they also 
refused his prayer for an adjournment when a large number of witnesses left the 
place for a festival which was being held at a short distance. Courts of justice, 
both in England and in India, were kept open, even on receipt of the news of 
the death of Prince Albert Victor, but these Hindu Commissioners have been 
unable to hold sittings on Sundays! And, Hindus though they are, they have 
scrupled to work on Sundays, but not scrupled to work on a Hindu holiday! 
It may be that many witnesses had to go away in consequence of the Commis- 
sloners not sitting on Sundays, and not ceasing to sit on the festival day. And 
if this has been the case, surely serious mischief has been done. May not 
people think after this that the Commissioners acted in this way because truth 
was coming out of the mouths of the witnesses, This conduct is sure to bring 
disgrace on the Government; and Government should therefore punish those 
whose action tarnishes its good name. 

It is said that the authorities will bring up witnesses on their side. If so, 
it ought to be the duty of the Commission, in all fairness, to bully and cross- 
examine them in the way they have bullied and cross-examined the witnesses 
who have been already examined, And if they do not do this, somebody 
else should be employed to do it. But the general belief is that there is no use 
examining witnesses who are sure to be tutored by the officials. The writer 
quite agrees with the Hindoo Patriot that the enquiry should not be unneces- 
sarily prolonged. 

47. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 13th September, referring to the intention 

i as expressed by the Comptroller of the Post Office of 

Comptroller of > Boe A the excluding natives from all high posts in his depart- 

ment, no matter what claims they may have to such 

posts, says this is admirable justice indeed! ‘The natives will A all the hard. 

work and the Eurasians will receive all the fat salaries. The Lieutenant- 

overnor has no eye for these things, He 1s content if the native clerks adorn 
the public offices by wearing black uniform. 


III.—LEGISLATIVE. 


48. The Sahachar, of the 7th September, complains that there is a large 
number of professional gundas (roughs) in Calcutta. 

panag Pcie! law for professional ‘(here are gundas at Barrabazar who levy a black- 
mail upon the shopkeepers under the euphemistic 

name of daluli or brokerage. These gundas enter into a shop with a purchaser, 
and say that the Babu wants such and such a thing, and for this the shop-keeper 
must pay him brokerage, or his shop will become too hot for him. There are 


SULABH DAIni«, 
Sept. 13th, 1892. 


SaHacCHaR, 
Sept. 7th, 1893, 
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SAHACHAR, 


Sept. 7th, 1992 


HITAVADI, 
Sept. 8th, 1892. 


BANGANIVASI, 
Sept. Sth, 1892. 
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also Hapsi, Hindustani, Mussalman, and Bengali gundas at Gauratolla, who break 
eople’s heads when hired to do so. Such professional gundas exist not only 
in Calcutta, but in all important towns, such as Benares, Allahabad, Lucknow, 
Delhi, Lahore, Bombay, &c. There are special laws for the control of criminal] 
tribes as well as for tribes who practise infanticide. And it is high time that a 
special law was made for these professional gundas. Criminal tribes like the 
bediyas only steal people’s goods at night if not watched, but a gunda breaks a 
man’s head in broad daylight. Which of these men is the more dangerous? 

49. The same paper refcrs to the rumour that the Lieutenant-Governor 
intends to take a Municipal Chairman into his 
Council, and asks whether this is going to be done 
for the purpose of facilitating the passing of the 


A Municipal Chairman in the 
Bengal Council. 


Municipal Bill. 
50, The Mitavddi, of the 8th September, says that, while professing not 
Self-Government ard the Muni- to depart any way from the principle of Self- 
cipal Bill. Government introduced by Lord Kipon, the author- 
ities are practically following a very different course. The Proneer makes a 
correct diagnosis of the real views of Government in this matter when 
it says :— 

‘1 The principle is the same as that which actuates usin keeping children 
in leading strings to a certain term of life, and giving them increased liberty 
with an increasing growth of the power to look after themselves.”’ 

So, the child is to be kept in leading strings, and is not to be allowed to learn 
to walk by its own effort, and after falling and stumbling many a time. But 
this will be Self-Government wholly different from the Self-Government which 
was in Lord Ripon’s mind. There are clear mdications of this change in 
some recent measures of Goverrment, such as the Chaukidari Act and the 
Municipal Bill. 

‘The Chaukidari Act has been passed in spite of the protest of the people. 
In the Municipal Bill, too, an attempt has been made to curtail the powers of 
the people instead of extending them. The power reserved by Government 
to itself of abolishing municipalities, and withdrawing from them the 
right of electing Chairman, and of making even the appointment of Vice-Chair- 
man subject to its own confirmation, and the proposal relating to the appumt- 
ment of assessors on behalf of Government—all this means going backward. An 
agitation should be made against the Bill, which will show to Government that 
the people of this country are no longer children, and that they have learnt to 
walk. It is a matter for rejoicing that meetings are being held with this object. 
The authorities will see from this that the people are no longer children, and 
that the time has come for conferring privileges upon them. The object of 
the Town Hall meeting has certainly been in some measure attained. 

91, The Banganivéas?, vs the 9th September, thanks Sir Charles cg 

ie 3 or consulting public opinion in regard to the Benga 

oe ee ee Municipal Bill, in be coe at with Lord Ripon’s 

Resolution, requiring such opinion to be consulted in connection with all legis- 

lative measures, and thinks that a similar course should have been followed in 
regard to the Chaukidari Bill also. 

The writer approves of the proposal of the Select Committee to make the 
decision of the Municipal Commissioners in assessment matters supreme and 
final, but regrets that the powers of the assessors have not been further curtailed 


in the amended Bill. 


The Government note, published with the amended Bill, and requesting 
the proceedings of the Belvedere Conference to be read in connection with the 
provisions relating to drainage and water-supply, means that the public should 
say nothing against these provisions, and that, if they say anything against 
them, or suggest any other method of drainage and water-supply than what 1s 
Jest oot by Government, their objections and suggestions will not be 

iceded. 

As for granting money out of the municipal funds in aid of the Lady 
Dufferin movement, the writer is certain that mufassal people will regar 
grauts of money from municipal funds in aid of the Lady Dufferin movement 
as positive waste. Good roads and good drinking water are men’s chief wants 1D 
the mufassal RO Or yr and municipal, funds ought to be principally devoted 
there to the removal of these wants. If any part of the municipal funds, limited 


t i } 


as they mostly are, 1s spent in aid of the Lady Dufferin movement, all schemes 
of local improvement will have to be completely given up. And, as an inhabitant 
oftbe mufassal, the writer can say without hesitation that the mufassal people do 
not much feel the want of female medical practitioners. Malaria-stricken as they 
are, the mufassalites want only such measures to be adopted as will rid them of 
the scourge from which they suffer. But neither Government nor the municipal 
authorities have yet succeeded in checking the havoc which is being committed 
by this fell agent. Under these circumstances, municipal money in the 
mufassal should not certainly be frittered away in luxuries. 

Assessment of taxes on the valuation of property will be harassing to 
mufassal people. It is not infrequently the case in the mufagsal that poor 
men, nay, one or two poor widows with some orphans to maintain, live in 
large dwelling-houses built by rich ancestors, their only means of subsistence 
being the rents of the small bits of land which constitute all that is left of their 
ancestral estates. And no one will deny that assessment of taxes according 
to valuation of property will entail great oppression in such cases. In Calcutta 
assessment according to valuation of property can be tolerated, because people 
in similar circumstances there can make some income by letting ont portions 
of their big dwelling-houses. But there are not in the mufassal men who 
would take such leases. Municipal taxes in the mufassal should be therefore 
assessed not on property, but with reference to each rate-payer’s pecuniary 
condition. And, in this view of the matter, it is impossible to support the 
proposal to employ public assessors to make assessments. For public assessors 
cannot possess the same opportunities of knowing intimately the pecuniary con- 
dition of every rate-payer, as the local Commissioners. 

There is no foundation for the charge brought against the Municipal 
Commissioners that they assess themselves at very low rates, and throw the 
burden of taxation on other people’s shoulders. ‘T'o guard against the possi- 
bility of such a charge being ever brought against them, the municipal 
authorities as a rule make over the work of assessment to Ward Committees, who 
have always been known to discharge their duties with strict impartiality. The 
existing arrangements for the assessment of municipal taxes should not, there- 
fore, be disturbed. 

52. It appears to the Bangavasi, of the 10th September, that it is the in- 
tention of the Lieutenant-Governor to appoint to 
the Bengal Council one or two Chairmen of mufas- 
sal municipalities when the Bengal Municipal Bill 
will be discussed. This will no doubt strengthen the hands of Government, 
for the sort of interest mufassal Municipal Chairmen take in the well-being of 
mufassal rate-payers has been too clearly shown at the Belvedere Conference to 
excite the hope that they will fight for the rate-payers’ rights at the discussion 
of the Billin the Bengal Council. 

53. The Dacca Prakash, of the 11th September, says that the Chaukidari 
‘The passing of the Chaukidari Bill has been passed almost without any modifica- 
Act. tion. In passing the Bill, the friend of the Congress 
and the author of Mew India, Mr. Cotton, seems to have been actuated by the 
desire to convert the Indians into Englishmen by goading them to take up arms 
with aview of freeing themselves from the detestable tyranny of the chaukidar. 
It seems that it was for this reason that Mr. Cotton disregarded the opposition of 
the whole country, and opposed even the amendment which was proposed by 
Mr. Woodroffe. “Government’s interests would have been well secured if the 
writer’s recommendation about granting certain powers to educated panchayats 
had been ado ted, but as the adoption of that recommendation would have stood 
in the way of the attainment of Mr. Cotton’s object, he did not adopt it. It 
will be long before Mr. Cotton’s object is attained, and one cannot therefore but 
sympathize with the many generations of poor Indians who will have to groan 
under the galling chaukidari yoke until it is finally shaken off. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


54. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 6th September, says that even with good 
iis __- yainfall not more than a six-anna crop can be ob- 
istress in the Burdwan district. tained in the Burdwan district. But this will not 


be sufficient to meet the demand of the district And if this crop is allowed to 


Municipal representatives in the 
Bengal Council. 


BanGavasl, 
Sept. 10th, 1892, 


Dacca PRAKASE, 
Sept. 11th, 1892. 


BURBDWAN SANJIVAN, 


Sept. 6th, 1692. 
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RANGAVASI 


Sept. 10th, 1892, 


SANJIVANI, 


Sept. 10th, 1892. 
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be exported, or is sure to be produced. In many places, dealers in padd 
have stopped its sale in expectation of higher prices, and many mahajans haye 
stopped making loans of paddy. ‘There is no limit to the sufferings of the poor 
cultivators. Bone chaukidars have applied to the Magistrate for tykqy; 
advances. 

55. The Banganivasi, of the 9th September, says that it is constant] 

receiving communications from the mufassal on the 
subject of the prevailing distress. The Govern. 
ment, however, does not seem to mind the matter much, or an increasingly hope- 
ful picture of the country’s condition would not be published in issue after issue 
of the Calcutta Gazette. Will the authorities say what interest the people can 
have in making false complaints of distress? 

Sir Charles Elliott may well be compared to the philosopher in the 
fable who was walking with his eyes raised towards the stars and therefore 
tumbled into a well. Sir Charles is perpetually on the move in the mufassal with 
the view of doing good to his subjects, by keeping a strict supervision over the 
work of the officials, and devising means for reducing public expenditure. But 
he takes no notice of the distress that prevails among his subjects. But His 
Honour should not perhaps be blamed for this. For wherever he goes, the local 
authorities take good care to keep all distressed people out of his sight, and 
busy themselves giving him a splendid welcome at the cost of the ver suffering 
people whom they keep at a safe distance from the festive scene. The object 
of his Honour’s tour is thus wholly frustrated. But how, it may be still asked, 
does His Honour keep his ears closed against the reports of distress that reach 
him through other channels? But even as regards these reports His Honour 
should perhaps be exonerated from blame, for the mufassal officials always 
manage to supply His Honour with hopeful reports, thereby neutralising the 
effect which may be expected to be produced by correct non-official reports. 


Reports about,crops and distress. Pag oi 2 a of the 10th September, has 


(1) The standing crops in Haripal in the Hooghly district are all 
withering for want of rain, and the poor people are starving. 

(2) There has been hardly any rainfall in Nayanagore in the Hooghl 
district and the surrounding villages. The aus crop has all 
withered away for want of rain. The poor people of the 
villages are living on plants and leaves of trees. 

(3) The sowing of the aman crop has not yet commenced in Hakama- 
gram in Assam, the fields being submerged under water. Rice 
is selling at from Rs, 4-8 to Rs. 5 per maund. 

(4) Scarcity has made its appearance in Sandikina and several adjoin- 

ing villages in the Mymensingh district. A large number of 
poor people are literally starving, as the price of rice has risen 
very high. The flood is increasing, and the people are 
suffering from disease. 

(5) Excessive rainfall has submerged the aus and aman crops in 
Mohanganj in the Mymensingh district, and scarcity has 
already appeared in the place. Rice of even ordinary quality 
cannot be had for less than Rs. 5 or Rs. 5-4 per maund. 
large number of middle class people are living on insufficient 


food and the poor are literally starving, The prospect is very 
gloomy indeed. 


The prevailing distress 


Distress in the Mymensingh 57. The following is found in the Sanjivam, 
district. of the 10th September :-— 


(1). The Mymensingh correspondent of this paper writes to say that signs 
of famine have appeared in Mymensingh, where rice is selling at from Rs. 4-6 
to Rs. 4.8 per maund. In the eastern part of the Netrakona sub-division rice 
is selling at from Rs. 5 to Rs. 6 per maund, and is not always to be had even 
at this price. The Culeutla Guz-tte, however, says that rice is selling here 
at from nine to twelve seers per rupee. 

(2). The naid of a zamindar, writing from Mohanganj in the same district, 
says that the raiyats have become incapable of paying rents, and there is no 
likelihood of their being able to pay rents for some time because famine is at 
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their door, rice is selling at five rupees per maund, and thefts of paddy and rice 
have become frequent, Only the other day a man was brought before the 
Deputy Magistrate of Netrokona on a charge of theft of rice and had to be 
jischarged because 1t was proved that he had hitherto borne a good character. 
(3). Another correspondent writing from Samaj in the Netrokona sub- 


jivision of the same district says that famine has appeared in the place, rice - 


selling at from five to six rupecs per maund, and not being always procurable 
even at this price. Most people have already consumed their stock of paddy, 
and those that have any store left do not sell for fear of worse times. The poor 
people are almost starving, their only sustenance being the stems of arum plants, 
Neither the zamindars nor the authorities are caring for the distressed people. 
The editor drew the attention of the authorities long ago to the dismal 
outlook in this district. But _the Sub-divisional Officer seems to have paid no 
heed to his representations. Mr. Phillips, the Magistrate, is too much occupied 
with the case against Raja Suryya Kanta to pay any attention to these matters. 
Itis hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will take the district and sub- 
divisional authorities to task for not noticing the distress when it first made its 
appearance. ‘The authorities may yet save many lives by taking proper relief 
measures. 
58. The Dacca Gazette, ry 5 12th September, says that rice is selling 
at ahigh price throughout Eastern Bengal, and 
ee. lo ae scarcity % being already felt there. 
Famine is inevitable in the next winter. It is hoped the authorities will take 
timely measures to avert a calamity. 


VI.—MISCcELLANEOUS. 


59. The Bangavdsi, of the 3rd September, has 
the following :— 


It would seem that the violent differences and disputes which are now 
found to rage on almost every conceivable question have their origin in the 
undue importance which is attached at the present time to the right of 
private judgment. As regards the question of sea-voyages by Hindus, it is 
no wonder, nor is it to be regretted, that such differences should occur; what 
is to be regretted is, that the promoters of the movement should appear to act 
like dishonest men. For, is it not dishonesty that, while at heart you consider 
the sastras as so much trash, you go about saying that such and such things 
should be done because they are enjoined in the sastras—that such and such 
things should not be done because they are prohibited in the sastras, and that 
you do all this for the purpose of deceiving people—for the purpose of bringing 
people over to your own style of thinking—for the purpose of gaining some 
object of your own. We should be thankful to the Anglicised Babus if they 
should cease acting in this dishonest manner. But we have not really been yet 
able to make out these Babus. 

Again, why should we, of all men, offer so much opposition to the proposal 
relating to sea-voyages by Hindus, if such voyages are not only not prohibited 
in the sastras, but are positively enjoined therein? ‘The fact is, people can- 
not bring themselves to believe that the men who are now ransacking the 
sastras for texts permitting sea-voyages by Hindus have themselves any regard 
or respect for the sastras. hat it is extremely difficult for men like ourselves 
to follow the sastras in all matters is what we must admit a hundred times— 
that we lack the firmness and the determination not to infringe in the slightest 
degree the injunctions, as well as the prohibitions, of the sastras, 18 also what we 
cannot help admitting. But it is nevertheless incumbent on the Hindu to obey 
to the best of his power, and not to disregard, the sastras. And a great point 
will be gained if the Anglicised Babus will only admit this much. But do they 
admit it? If they do, let them make an exp icit declaration to that effect, and 
begin by owning their allegiance to caste. Let them also give up their present 
method of discussing this question of sea-voyages, and adopt instead the method of 
discussion which will not conflict with the sastras. The question to be discussed 
is not whether a Hindu should make sea-voyages, but whether a Brabman should 
make such voyages, whether there is any harm in a Sudra making such voyages. 
A\s it is, no solution of any sastric question will ever be possible by a promiscuous 


Sea-voyages by Hindus. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
Sept. 12th, 1892. 


BARGAVASI, 
Sept. 3rd, 1892, 
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gathering, consisting of Brahmans, Yavans, Muchis, Muddafarashes, Englishmer 
and Eurasians. : 

60. The Chdéruvdrid, of the 5th September, has an article supporting the 

sea-voyage movement, ‘T’he writer does not so 

The sea-voyage question. why Hindus going to England should lose the; 

caste, when men going over the sea to Hindu shrines in distant parts of tho 

country, as well as those who visit Rangoon and Burmah on business do not Jose 
theirs. 

61. A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 10th September, Writing 

from Dhubri, says that on the 29th August last, he 
met three coolies on board the Assam Mail Steamer 
at the Dhubri ghat. The coolies had been enticed away by arkatis. When they 
heara how coolies fare in the tea-gardens, they objected to being taken there, 
and the doctor Babu had much to do to keep them from drowning themselves 
in the river. At last the Babu sent word to the Deputy Commissioner, who sent 
some reply which the correspondent does not know; but the doctor Babu there. 
after ordered these men to be kept tied with ropes. 

The editor regrets that these oppressions, which are a stigma on the British 
name, should continue to be committed in the face of the law. 

62. The Prakriti, of the 10th September, condemns the action of 
Mr. L. Palit, Officiating Magistrate of Mymensingh, 
in trying to prevent the holding of the meeting to 
express sympathy with Raja Suryyakanta at the 
Suryyakanta Hall and in appointing two police officers to watch the proceedings 
of that meeting. 

63. The same paper has the following on the condition of Assam:— 

The extreme poverty of Upper Assam is proved 
by the fact that people there pawn their wives for 
debts for want of property. A wife so pawned is completely under the control 
of the creditor. Such pawning is not considered disgraceful in Assam society. 
But, rightly viewed, the system is no better than the African slave-trade and 
forms an indelible stain upon British rule. 

Sylhet, which is the most flourishing disrict in Assam, is inferior even to s0 
backward a district of Bengal as Chittagong. 

An idea of the condition of Cachar is best formed from the fact that, 
though the population of that district is 313,000, there are only three schools 
in it. : 

A large number of persons die every year in Upper Assam of black fever, 
and in Lower Assam of malaria. There are few dispensaries in Assam, and 
such dispensaries as are to be found there are wretched establishments of their 
kind. Government is trying to increase the revenue of Assam, but it does not 
look at all to the condition of the Assamese people. 


A cooly story. 


Mr. L. Palit and the Suryyakanta 
meeting in Mymensingh. 


The condition of Assam. 


Urtyva PAPERS. 


64. The Uriya and Navasamvdd, of the 10th August, and the Samvad Vahika, 

is Mk ts ee of the 11th August, state that the District Superi- 

tain, » = °** tendent of Police showed great tact and ability in 

controlling the movements of different classes of 

Mussalmans in the Balasore town during the late Mohurrum festival, and thereby 

averted the collision and disturbance of the peace which were apprehended 
from the bad feeling that each party bore towards the other. 

65. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 13th August, is sorry to find that, thongs 

considerable damage to property and crops in the 

Puri district was done by the late high flood in the 

Mahanuddy, the Collector of Purihas not thought fit 

to report the matter for the information of Government. The writer thet 

compares this apathy of the Puri Collector with the sympathy shown by the 


Cuttack Collector, who has reported the effects of the flood in his district to 
Government, 


The Collector of Puri, and the 
flood in the Puri district. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengal Translator. 
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